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SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Thompson.

SENATOR THONPSON: T hank you. Nr. Speaker, members of the body.
J ust to point out a few things that will maybe add a little b it
o f l i f e t o so me o f t h e nu mb e r s . And , Se na t o r Er dm an , I
appreciat e t h e i n f or m a t i o n y o u s en t o u t . And I ' m j us t t r y i ng t o
digest i t , so i t cam e u p a l i t t l e qu i ck e r t h a n I p l an n ed . But
o ne o f t he t h i n g s t ha t t h e Ap p r o p r i a t i on s C o mmi t t ee d i d l o o k
at . . .and when Senator Wehrbein mentioned that HH . . .Heal t h a n d
Human Services c ut , whe n we ' re talking about jobs now, we' re
talking about people .we' re losing the federal match. S o when
you' re talking 15 0 jobs , tha t's in sta t e dol lars. We ' re
p robabl y l oo k i n g a t 30 0 wi t h t h e f e d e r a l ma t c h . A l s o , t h e
Erdman amendment, on e of the th ings we looked at were the
Commissio n f o r t h e V i su a l l y . . .Bl i n d a n d V i su a l l y I mp a i r e d , De a f
and Hard of Hearing. We added money back, because in some cases
t ha t ' s a l mo s t a f o u r t o o n e ma t ch , a nd we w a n t e d t o ma k e su r e
t hat w e w e r e a t l e a st a b l e t o a d d t o t h e b a s i c l ev e l o f s e r v i c e s
t hat n e e d t o ha p p e n f o r s om e o f t ho s e d i s ab l e d p eo p l e . An d s o
the difference b etween th e A pp ropriations Committee and the
Governo r i n t he se a r en ' t g o i n g t o so u nd l i k e b i g nu mbe r s .
They' re on the back side. But it's $16,000, $18,000, $35,000,
$25,000 , '$26,000-ish' numbers. But that's just the piece of
t he m a t c h t ha t ' s goi n g t o br i ng i n a l ot mo r e f ed e r a l m o ney t o
h elp people with some of these services. And it is very
d i f f i c u l t t o go t hr o u g h a t t hi s s t a g e a n d s e e s ome o f t he t hi ng s
i n r e a l t e r ms t h a t we we r e t a l k i n g ab o ut a s a c om m i tt e e . A l s o ,
i n t e rms o f t he A t t or n e y Genera l ' s Of f i ce , what t he At t or ne y
General's cut wi ll be to, at least as it was presented '.n...to
our corranit tee , w h i c h i s o n e o f t he r ea s ons we pu t o n e of t hese
pieces back, was for the child abuse prosecution team at the
s tate , t h a t w a s p u t i n p l ace . . . i t ' s b e e n t he r e f o r a l ong t i me .
And the reason it was put in place was because child abuse
prosecution requires some special training. I t also requires
people t o be ab l e t o t es t i f y , t o br i ng peop l e i n f or t he
examinations and other things that go into to the prosecution of
that case. And it wasn't something that was happening at the
local level, because of the problems with having people in the
county attorneys' offices with that level of expertise. And as
a state, w e don ' t wa nt to see children living in situations,
being kept in situations where they are harmed. And we don ' t
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